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Diary of Christopher Columbus
1.	After a long search for land, Columbus, who were the admiral and his clue discovered the land.  On landing they find friendly people on the islands who looked poor to them since they were naked with no clothes and no weapons. The friendly nature of the occupants makes it easy for them to land without any resistance. Columbus planted the flag of Spain after landing to indicate or to put a mark that would clearly show that they took possession of the island first before anyone who would come after them. The flag also played a role to pledge loyalty to the King and Queen who were his sovereigns. This flag was intended to symbolize that the Spain as a colonizers had taken charge of the islands and the people in the island had welcomed them.
2.	I think Columbus felt that the Spanish civilization was superior to the native civilization he and his clue encountered on the island. This is because after landing, Columbus wrote some declarations where he shows clearly out of his view the people were not civilized since they were completely naked. Second thing he said they had no weapons only some sticks with fish bones attached on the ends. Another indicator is that the people would grasp their swords by the blade getting themselves cut due to their ignorant nature.
Some of the features Columbus thought civilization had included:
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]The mode of dressing; Columbus declaring that they found the people naked is an indication that he and his clue thought being naked was primitive and they would give them among other things leather thongs which were highly estimated. He also tells us that the people from the islands would bring them balls of cotton threads which they could have used to make clothes instead.
· Religion; the natives had no religion unlike the admiral and his clue. This is a clear indication that the admiral thought of being primitive and due to their understanding he thought of converting them to Christians. These people did not have any organized religion.
· Business; after sailing to the other island, Columbus tells us that the people found in there looked more the same like the ones they had found earlier sharing the same language and customs but they would barter their cotton and other articles with more profit. This according to Columbus was more of civilization since they could acquire more profit than the others in the previous island.
·   Art; when they arrived (Columbus and his clue) they could help to note many different trees dissimilar to ones found back at their place. The trees had branches of different sort upon the same trunk. The natives didn’t take care of the trees meaning the trees having these different kinds of branches were a wonder and not through grafting. Grafting is an art and this becomes another feature of civilization according to Columbus.
· Infrastructure; a small aspect of infrastructure is brought up when Columbus tells that the people found on the island did not have any weapons and could ignorantly cut themselves with the swords by grasping the blade. This shows how they had poor infrastructure which is a key feature in civilization.
· Organized government; Columbus’ sovereigns were the King and the Queen meaning they had a government in place which is another feature of civilization.
3. Some resources described by Columbus on the islands included;
· Gold. This was one of the forms of currency as we find out that the one who could discover land first was to be offered an annuity of ten thousand gold coins. Columbus talks of gold mines on the islands.
· The young energetic men of good size. These young would be a resource since they could be used as servants by the Spanish.
· Columbus tells upon arrival they saw trees which were very green, many streams of water, and diverse sorts of fruits.
· Fertile lands where grain was sowed and reaped the whole year round.
These resources were very important since;
If the Spanish took the islands as a colony, farming would be great source of food for their people due to fertile lands and the many streams of water which would help in irrigation. Gold was their form of currency and this means that if they had the gold mines they would boost their currency largely. 
It is also noted that they saw young men who were handsomely formed and seemed energetic. They could be used as servants for their farms and hence increase productivity.
4.	Columbus thought he was near the island of Samoet on the south where it was believed that there were gold mines according to the account of those who come on board the ship. They had sailed to a very large island and it was believed that either in that island or near there were gold mines.
